Game l^aw (Ireland) Bill. 
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10 W. 3. c. 8., 7 G. 2. c. a., 27 G. 3. c. 35., 37 G. 3. c. 21., 58 G. 3. 
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L L 



TO 



Consolidate and amend the Law in Ireland 
relating to Game. 

7"HEREAS it is expedient to consolidate and amend tte preamble. 

* Law in Ireland relating to Game : Be it enacted by the 
Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice 
aud Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in 
5 this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, 

I. That so much of a Statute made in the Thirteenth Year of the Repeal of 
Reign of King Richai*d the Second as relates to sucli Persons as Bic. 2 .^ 
shall not have or keep any Greyhound, tiound, or other Dog to hunt, “ ' 
and shall not use Eyrets, Heys, Nets, Hare-pipes, Cords, or other 
iO Engines to take or destroy Hares, Conies, or other Gentlemen’s 

Game, and so much of a Statute made in the Twenty-second Year 22Ed.4.c.6,, 
of the Reign of King Edward the Fourth as relates to the having any 
Mark or Game of Swans, and an Act passed in the Tenth Year of 
the Reign of King William the Third, intituled “An Act for the ioW.3.c.8., 
15 “ Preservation of the Game, and the more easy Conviction of such as 
“ shall destroy the same,” and an Act passed in the Seventh Year of 
the Reign of King George the Second, intituled “An Act for the 7G1.2. c.8. 

“ more effectual Discovery and Punishment of Deer Stealers,” and an 
Act passed in the T’wenty-seventh Year of the Reign of King George 
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27G.3.C.85. 
376.S.C.21, 
58 G.3.0.75. 



7&8Vicfc. 
c. 29., and 



5 & 6 Viet, 
c. 81. 8. 8. 



What sludl 
be (leemedj 

Game. 

27 G. 3. C.35. 

s. 6. 

I & 2 W. 4. 
C. 32. 

Seasons 
duringwhich 
Game slmll 
not be killed. 
1 & 2 W. 4. 
c. 32. s. 3., 

27 G.3. e. 35. 
s. 4., 

37 G. 3. e.21, 
s. 2. 



Possession 
of Game 
iilegal after 
Ten Days in 
Dealers, .and 
Forty Days 
in other 
Persons from 
the Expiva* 



Game Law {Inland]. 

the Third, intituled “ An Act for the Preservation of the Game ” 
also an Act passed in the Thirty-seventh Year of the Reign of His 
■, Majesty King George the Third, intituled “ An Act to amend the 
“ Game Laws,” also an Act passed in the Fifty-eighth Year of the 
. Reign of His Majesty King George the Third, intituled “ An Act 5 
“ for the more effectual Prevention of Offences connected with the 
“ unlawful Destruction and Sale of Game,” also an Act passed in the 
Ninth Year of the Reign of His Majesty King George the Fourth 
. intituled “An Act for the more effectual Prevention of Persons going 
“ ai-med by Night for the Destruction of Game,” so far as the same la 
relates to Ireland, and also an Act passed in the Seventh and Eighth 
A'ear of the Reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled “An 
“ Act to extend an Act of the Ninth Year of King George the 
“ Fourth, for the more effectual Prevention of Persons going armed 
“ by Night for the Destruction of Game,” are hereby repealed, so far is 
as the same relates to Ireland, and all Acts continuing or perpetuating 
any of the Acts or Parts of Acts Iierein-before referred to in manner 
aforesaid, and also the Eighth Section of the Statute passed in the 
Sessions of Parliament held in the Fifth and Sixth Years of Her 
present Majesty the Queen, intituled “ An Act to transfer the Collec- 20 
ton and Management of the Duties on Certificates to kill Game 
m Ireland to the Commissioners of Excise," save so far as the same 
relates to the Duties to be performed by any Officer of Excise as 
therein mentioned. ’ 

II. ^le Word “ Game” shall for all tlie Purposes of this Act be 05 
m™Quaa Black Game, Patridges, 

Oi-H^nelf'r any Fersoii whatsoever shall kiU or take any Grouse 

or Quail, between the 30 

Yeaf oi anfpf of Seftamhm- in any 

of and the 

IV. Vdiosecvcr, being a Dealer in Game, shall buy or sell or 

Boasesiio7orcioi; 

anLhe other eTelutl) PT 

og Dealer in Game, shall buy or sell any Bird of 

Game 
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Game Law (Ireland). 

Game after the Expiration of Ten Days (one inclusive and the other tion of the 
exclusive) from the Day in each Yeai- on which it shall become un- 
lawful to kill or take such Bird of Game, or shall knowingly have in J. 32!s^4.^' 
liis House, Possession, or Control any Bird of Game (except Birds 27G.3.C.35. 
5 of Game kept in a Mew or Breeding Place) after the Expiration of 
Forty Days (one inclusive and the other exclusive) from the Day in 
each Year on which it shall become unlawful to kill or take such 
Birds of Game, shall, on Conviction of any such Offence before Two 
Justices of the Peace, forfeit and pay for every Head of Game so 
10 bought or sold, or found in his House, Shop, Possession, or Control, 
such Sum of Money not exceeding One Pound as to the convicting 
Justices shall seem meet : Provided always, that the Possession of Proviso tis to 
any Grouse or Partridge by any Person before the Days on wliich 
they may be legally killed in Ireland, and during the Days on which England and 
15 they may be legally killed in England, shall not subject the Person 
in whose Possession they are found to any Penalty under the last ‘ 
preceding Section of this Act, if such Person can prove to the Satis- 
faction of the Justices before whom the Case is heard that such 
Person obtained the same from any other Part of the United Kingdom 
20 than Ireland. 

V. Where in any Lease or Agreement by Deed, Writing, or Parol After the 
after the passing of this Act a llight of Entry on the Lands thereby 
demised for the Pui-pose of taking or killing the Game shall be pight o? 
reserved or given in Writing to any Grantor, Lessor, Landlord, or k^iuigGame, 

25 other Person, such Grantor, Lessor, Landlord, or other Person shall served, shall 
have the exclusive Uight of killing and taking the Game, Woodcocks, helmig to the 
and Snipes upon such Lands. 

VI. Where the Grantor, Lessor, Landlord, or other Person shall persona hav- 
by virtue of any Ilcservation or anything in this Act contained, or 

30 otherwise, have the Right of killing the Game upon any Land, he rize others 
may authorize any other Person who shall have obtained an annual *» “• 

Game Certificate to enter upon such Land for the Purpose of 
pursuing and killing the Game, Woodcocks, and Snipes thereon. 

VII. Where the llight of killing the Game upon any Land hath Whera tlw 
36 been or shall be reserved by or granted to or docs or shall belong to 

the Grantor, Lessor, Landlord, or any Person, other than the Tenant Kigiit to tlie 
or Occupier of such Laud, in every such Case, if the Tenant or 
Occupier of such Land shall pursue, kill, or take any Game, Wood- tiicOccnpifr. 
cocks, or Snipes upon such Lands, or shall give Permission to any 
40 other Person so to do, without the written Authority of the Grantor, to a Fcnalty 
Lessor, Landlord, or other Poison having the Right of killing the for kUling it. 
Game upon such Land, such Tenant or Occupier shall, on Conviction J 
[90.1 A 3 thereof iV."’ 
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Game Lam (Ireland). 

thereof before Two Justices of the Peace, forfeit and pay, for such 
pursuit, killing, or taking, such Sum of Money not exceeding Ttoo 
Pounds, and for every Head of Game, Woodcock, or Snipe so killed 
or taken such Sum of Money not exceeding Five SUllinjrs, as to the 
convicting Justices shall seem meet. 

5 

Any Pereoa VIII. It shall be lawful for every Person who shall bo entitled to 

HU Game” on Game upon any Laiid.s in Ireland, by Writing under Hand and 

Lands may Seal, or in case of a Body Corporate then under the Seal of such 

SeteV Corporate, to appoint One or more Person or Persons as a 

of socli Gamekeeper or Gamekeepers to preserve or kill the Game, Wood- rn 
Lands. cocks, and Snipes widhn the Limits of the. Lands over which such 
Person shall be entitled to kill the Game, and to authorize such 
Gamekeeper or Gamekeepers within the said Limits to seize and take 
for the Gse of the Person so appointing, upon the Lands of which he 
OT they shall be appointed Gamekeeper or Gamekeepers, all such 15 
Dogs, Nets, and other Engines and Instruments for the killing or 
taking of Game. Woodcocks, or Snipes as shall be used within the 
said Limits by any Person not authorized to kill Game for Want of a 
Game Certificate. 



SiTinr the Eight of killing tire Game upon 20 

or taking ™y Land, nor having Permission from the Person having such Right 
So”' "l;vilfally take out of the Nest or destroy in the Nest upon such 

I & 2 w. 4. “■ “y Waterfowl or Snipe, 

C. 32 .S 24. “ shall knowingly have in his House. Shop, Possession, or Control 

10W.3.C.8. any such Egg so taken, shall, 011 Conviction thereof before Two 25 
27G.3.C.33 Sum of Money not 

S.4. exceeding Fim S ulhngs for each Egg so taken or destroyed as to 

said Justices shall seem meet. 



/„ae'"an T' M ” Snipes, 

wiiliout a “ ^“y Dog, Gun, Net, or other Engine or Contrivance for the eo 

“4 f “• » Xg GarntweX^s 

0. 32. S. 23: C ?• “ Certificate, 

, on Conviction thereof before Two Justices of the Peace, forfeit 
pay for every such Offence siich Sum of Money not less than 

as to /e said Justices 35 

f Protection of the Revenue, be it enacted 

wotol ';i“ttr V « 

’ P ., and such Person is not known to such Officer 

of 
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Game Law [Ireland). 5 

of Constabulary to have obtained an annual Game Certificate then in 
force, it shall thereupon be the Duty and such Officer aforesaid 
is hereby required to demand and require, from the Person so using 
such Dog, Gun, Net, Instrument, or other Engine or Contrivance as 
5 aforesaid, to produce and show a Certificate then in force enabling 
him to kill Game 5 and every such Person shall, upon such Demand 
and Requisition as afoi'csaid produce such Certificate to such Officer 
of Constabulary so demanding and requiring the same, and shall 
furnish the same to be inspected accordingly ; and if any such Person 
1 Q shall wilfully refuse to produce and show a Certificate then in force, 
or shall decline to produce or show the same or shall refuse, on being 
required so to do, to give and declare his Name and Surname, and 
the Place of his Residence, or shall give or declare any false or 
fictitious Name, Surname, or Place of Residence, every Person so 
15 offending shall forfeit a Sum not exceeding Moe Pounds, and it shall 
be lawful for such Officer aforesaid to apprehend the Person so re- 
fusing as aforesaid, and to convey him forthwith before any Justice 
of the Peace within whose Jurisdiction such Offence shall be com- 
mitted; and such Justice shall proceed to the Conviction of such 
20 Offender in the same Manner as if such Offender had been summoned 
to appear before any Justice of the Peace for such Offence; and it 
shall also be the Duty of such Officer and he is hei’eby required to 
summons before a Justice of the Peace of the Petty Pessions District 
in ^hich the Offence shall be committed any Person whom they shall 
25 know to have used any Dog, Gun, Net, Instrument or other Engine 
or Contrivance in the Pursuit of Game, Woodcocks, or Snipes, with- 
out having a Game Certificate then in force, and prove such Offence 
accordingly. 

XII. Whosoever shall commit any Trespass by entering or being 
30 upon any Land in Scai'ch or Pursuit of Game, or Woodcocks, Snipe, 
Waterfowl, or Rabbits, or with any Dog, Gun, Net, Fen-et, Instru- 
ment, or other Engine or Device used for the Destruction of Game, 
Woodcocks, Snipes, Waterfowl, or Rabbits, shall, on Conviction 
thereof before a Justice of the Peace, forfeit and pay such Sum of 
35 Money not less than Ten ShUlings and not exceeding Five Pounds 
as to such Justice shall seem meet ; provided that any Person chai'ged 
with any such Trespass shall be at liberty to prove by way of 
Defence any Matter which wonld have been a Defence to an Action 
at I-aw for such Trespass ; except that the Leave or Licence of the 
40 Occupier of the Land so trespassed upon shall not be a sufficient 
Defence in any Case where the Grantor, Landlord, Lessor, or other 
Person shall have the Right of killing the Game upon such Land by 
virtue of any Reservation or othermae, as herein-before mentioned, 
but such Grantor, Landlord, Lessor, or other Pei*son shall for the 
[90.] A 4 Purpose 



Penalty on 
Peraons tres- 
passing on 
Lands in 
searcli of 
Game. 

1 & 2 W. 4. 
c. 32. s. 30. 
27 G. 3. C.85. 
s. 10. 
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Game Law [Ireland). 

Purpose of prosecuting for any Offence in this Section mentioned be 
deemed to be the legal Occupier of such Land. 

Trespassers XIII. Where any Person sliall be found on any T^und with any 
Dog, Gun, Net, Instrument, or other Engine or Device used for the 
be required Destruction of Game, W’’oodcocks, Snipes, Waterfowl, or Rabbits, 5 
Land^Vnd Dcrsoii having the Right of killing the Game npon such Land, 
to tell their by virtue of any Reservation or otlicrwise, as liereiii-before incu- 
4bodl‘s^and Occupicr of tlic Land (whether tlicrc sliall or 

in case of shall not be any such Right by Reservation or otlrerwise), or any 
iteSsto?' Gamekeeper or Servant of either of them, or for any Person autho- 10 
1&2W.4. ”zed by cither of them, may require the Person so found forthwith 
C.32. S.3I. to quit the Land whereon he shall be SO IVmnd, and also to tell his 
Christian Nanm, Surname, and Place of Abode ; and hi case such 
Person shall after being so required, refuse to tell his real Name or 
Place of Abode, or give sucli a general Description of liis Place of 15 
Abode as shall be illusory tor the Purpose of Discovery, or wilfully 
continue or return upon sucli Land, the Party so ixMpuring, and any 
Person acting by his Order and in his Aid, may apprehend such 
Offender, and convey him or cause him to be conveyed as soon as 
conveniently may be before a Justice of the Peace ; and such Offender 20 
(whether so apprehended or not), upon being convicted of any such 
Offence before a Justice of tlie Peace, shall forfeit and pay such Sum 
of Money not less than Ten Shillings and not exceeding Five Pounds 
as to. the convicting J ustice shall seem meet : Provided, that no Person 
so apprehended shall on any Pretence whatsoever be detained for a 25 
longer Period than Twelve Hours from the Time of his Apprehension 
until he shall be brought before some Justice of the Peace ; and if he 
cannot, on account of the Absence or Distance of any such Justice 
of the Peace, or owing to apy other -reasonable Cause, be brought 
before a Justice, of the Peace >vithia such Twelve Hours, then lie shall 30 
he discharged, but may nevertheless be proceeded against for his 
(^ence by Summons or Warrant, according to the Provision herein- 
after mentioned, as if no such Apprehension had taken place. 

upon ‘>ny Land in Search 

fromTres- pursuit ol Game, Woodcocks, Snipes, or AVatcrfbwl, and shall 35 
SSc'rf and there have in his Possession any Game or Birds as aibre- 

up the same ^'fh\ch shall appear to have been recently killed, any Person 

mtSed' ™”S *0 Game upon such Laud, by virtue of 

1&2W.4. ™J"Lf®orvation or otherwise, as herein-before mentioned, or the 
0. 32. s. 36. ™oh Land (whether there shall or shall not bo any such 40 

flight by Reservation or.otherwise), or any Gamekeeper or Servant of 
either of them or any Person acting by the Order and in aid of any 
of the said I ersons, may demand from the Person so found such 

Game 
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Game or Birds as aforesaid in bis Possession, and in case such Person 
shaJl not immediately deliver up the same, may take and seize the 
same from him, for the Use of the Person entitled to the Game upon 
such Land. 

5 . XV. Whosoever shall kill or take any Game, Woodcock, Snipe, 
Waterfowl, or Rabbit, or use any Dog, Ferret, Gun, Net, or other 
Engine, Instrument, or Device for the Purpose of killing or taking 
any Game, Woodcock, Snipe, Waterfowl, or Rabbit, on a Sunday, 
such Person shall, on Conviction before Two Justices of the Peace, 
10 forfeit and pay for every such Offence a Sum not exceeding Five 
Pounds. 

XVI. The Prosecution for every Offence punishable by virtue of 
this Act shall be commenced within Three Months after the Commis- 
sion of such Offence. 

15 XVII. All Proceedings under this Act shall be conducted, and the 
Justice or Justices shall have the like Powers and Jurisdictions, and 
all Costs under the same shall be ordered, levied, and recovered, and 
with like Power of Appeal, and with like Fees to the Clerk of Petty 
Sessions, as by the “ Petty Sessions (Ireland) Act, 1851,” is directed 
20 and provided, anything in the said Act to the contrary notwith- 
standing; and all Proceedmgs under this Act that shall be instituted 
or carried on in the Metropolitan Police District of Dublin shall be 
subject to all the Provisions, Powers, and Regulations contained in 
any Act or Acts now in force relating to the Metropolitan Police 
25 District of Dublin. 

XVIII. Where any Penal Sum shall be ordered to be paid under 
this Act, it shall be lawful for the Justice or Justices, as the Case 
may be, to award any Sum not exceeding One Half of such Penal 
Sum to the Prosecutor or Informer, and the Remainder of such Sum 
30 shall be awarded to the Crown, any Act or Acts to the contrary 
notwithstanding ; and all Proceedings relating to the levying and 
enforcing of such Penal Sum shall be conducted with the like Power 
of Distress and Imprisonment and other Proceedings as by the “Fines 
and Penalties (Ireland) Act, 1851,” is directed. 

35 XIX. It shall not be necessary, in any Proceedings against any 
Person under this Act, to negative by Evidence any Certificate, 
Consent, Authority, or’ other Matter of Exception or Defence, but 
the Party seeking to avail himself of any such Certificate, Consent, 
Authority, or other Matter of Exception or Defence, shall be bound 
40 to prove the same. 

[90.] B XX. No 



Penalty for 
killing Game 
on a Sunday. 
27 G. 3. C.35. 
S.4. 

1 & 2 W. 4. 
c. 32. 3. 3. 



Limitation 
of I^me for 
Proceedings 
under tliia 
Act. 

Mode of 
Procedure. 



Appropria- 
tion of Fines 
and Penal- 
ties. 



Prosecutor 
not required 
to prove a 
Negative. 

1 &2W.4. 
C.32. 3.42. 
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Certiorari, XX. No summary Conviction in pursuance of this Act, or Adjudi- 
f & 2 W 4 Appeal therefrom, shall be quashed for Want of Form, 

C.32. 6.5. ' or be removed by Certiorari or otherwise into any of Her Majesty’s 
Superior Courts of Record. 

THg Act not XXL Provided, That nothing in this Act contained shall prevent any 5 
Actions’for P^’^soh finm proceeding by way of Civil Action to recover Damages 
Trespass, in respect of any Trespas upon his Land, whether committed in 
hutnOpr^ Pursuit of Game or otherwise; except that where any Proceedings 
codings for shall have been instituted under the Provisions of this Act against 
the same Person for or in respect of any Trespass, no Action at Law iq 

l"&?W 4 maintainable for the same Trespass by any Person at whose 

0.32. s. 46. Instance or with whose Concurrence or Assent such Proceedings 
lO^W. 3. c. 8. instituted, hut that such Proceedings shall in such a 

Case be a Bar to any such Action, and may be given in Evidence on 
the Trial thereof. 15 

Commence. XXII. This Act shall commence and take effect on the 
to^sten^o’ extend and be construed to extend 

Ireland only, to Ireland only. 

Sliort Title XXIII. In citing this Act in other Acts of Parliament, or in any 
of Act. Instrameiit or Proceeding, it shall be sufficient to use the 20 

Expression “ The Game (Ireland) Act, 185 
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